MEXT Initiative for Realizing Diversity in the Research Environment
Guidelines for the Academic Paper Presentation Support Project for Female Researchers　2026

1. Overview
This project provides financial support to cover the costs of preparing research papers, enabling women researchers to share their research findings widely. It aims to increase the international visibility of outstanding research by women researchers and to further strengthen their academic achievements.
A) English Proofreading Fee Support: up to ¥100,000 per manuscript
B) Paper Submission Fee Support: up to ¥400,000 per manuscript
Each applicant may receive each type of support once per fiscal year. Applications for both A and B are allowed.

2. Eligibility
Female faculty members of Tokushima University including specially appointed faculty members (特任教員 / 特任研究員). 
Excludes: medical staff, students, and research staff without a doctoral degree.

3. Required Documents
Please refer to the specifications for A and B below.

4. Application Deadline
(1) First round: 1 June 2026 (Mon) -31 July 2026 (Fri) 15:00 (receipt deadline)
(2) Second round: 1 October 2026 (Thu) -15 January 2027 (Fri) 15:00 (receipt deadline)
Both rounds will close early if the budget limit is reached; a notice will be posted on the AWA Support Center website.

5. Selection Procedure and Notification
Applications will be reviewed in the order received. Results will be emailed to each applicant. Please note that we are unable to respond to inquiries regarding the evaluation results. 

6. Special Notes
· Researchers who receive this support must register and submit a result report (poster presentation) at the symposium scheduled for February18,2027 (Thu) in the Otsuka Auditorium, the Small Hall.
· Recipients are also expected to actively participate in any training programs conducted under this grant.
· The other funds that can be combined are limited to unrestricted donations and course operating funds.

7. Submission / Contact
AWA Support Center Email: awa@tokushima-u.ac.jp


A) English Proofreading Fee Support
1. Scope of Support
This program supports English proofreading service fees ordered on or after April1,2026 and delivered by the end of February2027 for a manuscript intended for submission to an international scholarly journal. The expense must not have been prepaid with other research funds at the time of application.
Only the manuscripts for which the applicant is the principal author are eligible.
The international scholarly journal must, in principle, meet the following criteria:
(1) It is a peer-reviewed academic journal (conference abstracts are not eligible).
(2) Submission guidelines and editorial board information are publicly available.
(3) The article or its abstract can be accessed worldwide via the web or similar platforms.

2. Funding Amount
Up to ¥100,000 per applicant, per manuscript, within the overall project budget.

3. Application Documents
(1) Form A (Application Form)
(2) One of the following: Quotation, Invoice, or Receipt. (A quotation must be a detailed document; it cannot be a rough estimate)

4. Procedures After Application Approval
All payments procedures will be administered by the AWA Support Center. After the proofreading deliverable is received, the applicant must promptly submit the following to the Center. Please note that payment processing is available in Japanese only.
· For reimbursement:
(1) Reimbursement request form (立替払請求書)
(2) Original receipt for the proofreading expense (The receipt must state “Receipt” and include the item name, payee, vendor, date, and amount. Email payment confirmations are not acceptable. 
(3) Credit card statement ( A credit card statement must be a finalized statement, and the cardholder must be the applicant.)
(4) Copy of the proofread manuscript
· For direct payment to the provider:
(1) Original quotation
(2) Original delivery note from the proofreading provider
(3) Original invoice 
(4) Copy of the proofread manuscript

***After submitting the manuscript supported by this program to an academic journal, recipients must submit an offprint or an equivalent document to the AWA Support Center if the manuscript is accepted for publication. If the manuscript is not accepted, a notification stating that outcome must be submitted instead.


B) Paper Submission Fee Support
1. Scope of Support
This program supports the paper submission fees for the manuscripts that have been accepted for publication in an international scholarly journal on or after April1,2026 and will be published by the end of February2027. If the planned publication date falls in March2027, prior consultation is required. Publications extending beyond the fiscal year are ineligible.
· Only the manuscripts for which the applicant is the principal author and for which the applicant (or the applicant’s institution) has already paid or is scheduled to pay the fee are eligible. 
· The supported expenditures include article processing charges, online publication fees, open-access charges, and reprints.
· The international scholarly journal must, in principle, meet the following criteria:
(1) It is a peer-reviewed academic journal (conference abstracts are not eligible).
(2) Submission guidelines and editorial board information are publicly available.
(3) The article or its abstract can be accessed worldwide via the web or similar platforms.
· Corporate credit cards cannot be used for this transaction.

2. Funding Amount
Up to ¥400,000 per applicant, per manuscript, within the overall project budget.

3. Application Documents
(1) Form B (Application Form)
(2) One of the following: Quotation, Invoice, or Receipt.
(3) Copy of the journal’s author guidelines that specify the submission fees

4. Procedures After Application Approval
The paper submission fees will be reimbursed, and will be administered by the AWA Support Center. The applicant pays the submission fees to the journal first, then submits the below items to the Center as soon as the article is published. Please note that payment processing is available in Japanese only.
(1) Reimbursement request form (立替払請求書)
(2) Original receipt for the submission fees (The receipt must state “Receipt” and include the item name, payee, vendor, date, and amount. Email payment confirmations are not acceptable.)
(3) Credit card statement（A credit card statement must be a finalized statement, and the cardholder must be the applicant or corresponding author.）
(4) Copy of the published article
 


[bookmark: Xae50348834218588ad2308b10b2104b8fa7156d]Form A: English Proofreading Support 
Date:__________________

	Name
	

	Affiliation/Department, Position
	

	Contact
	Phone:　　　　　 Email:

	Paper Title
	

	Target Journal (planned)
	

	Authors List (Name / Affiliation)
	Underline the applicant’s name. List all coauthors in the order they will appear in the paper.

	Paper Abstract & Applicants Role
	

	Proofreading Service Provider
	

	Proofreading Cost
	JPY ___________________
circle applicable one:
 (Quotation amount / Invoice amount)

	Expected Completion Date of Proofreading
	Year_____Month______Day_____

	Payment Method for Proofreading
	Circle applicable method:
-Not yet paid
-Paid by credit card (personal card only)
-Other (____       ) 
If combining expenses, specify them.


If additional rows are needed, please expand the table.


Form B: Paper Submission Support (and Report)
Date:__________________

	Name
	

	Affiliation/Department Position
	

	Contact
	Phone:　　　　　    Email:

	Paper Title
	

	Journal of Publication
	

	Authors List (Name / Affiliation)
	Underline the applicant’s name. List all coauthors in the order they will appear in the paper.

	Journal of Publication
	

	Paper Abstract & Applicants Role
	

	Publication Date
	Year______Month______Day______

	Submission Fees
	Circle applicable currency type. If the amount is in foreign currency, indicate the JPY equivalent in the parentheses below.
_______________ JPY/ USD/ EUR/ Other (____) 
(JPY equivalent: _______________). 
Circle applicable one: Invoice amount / Paid amount

	Payment Method for Submission Fees
	Circle applicable method: 
-Credit card (personal card only)
-Other (__________).
If combining expenses, specify them.


If additional rows are needed, please expand the table. Corporate credit cards are not permitted.

